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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

SIR: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants request that citation 
and examination of the references identified on the attached PTO-1449 form, a copy of which 
is enclosed herewith in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.98, be made during the course of a 
requested continued examination (submitted concurrently with this Information Disclosure 
Statement) of the above-referenced application for United States Letters Patent. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. section 1.97(g)), an admission that the 
information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material 
information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 



Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 
Serial No. 09/843,629 



I. SUBMITTED US PATENT REFERENCES 

Cite Number Number Issued 

Al 6,285,818 September 4, 2001 

II. SUBMITTED FOREIGN PATENT REFERENCES 

Cite Number Number Country Date of Publication 

A2 10-136301 Japan 08/31/1998 

A3 10-224722 Japan 11/30/1998 

A4 WO 9608921 PCT 03/21/1996 



III. EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE 
The above-identified references were cited in the European Patent Office Search 
Report of EP 1 150503 counterpart to the present application. A copy of the Search Report is 
submitted herewith. The relevance of the document is as stated therein. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required, or to credit any overpayment to Account No. 19-3 140. 

Respectfully submitted, 



: September 27, 2006 By: /David R. Metzger/ 

David R. Metzger 

ResnstrationNo. 32,919 

SONNENSCUEIN NATH & ROSENTHAL LLP 

P.O. Box 061080 

Wacker Drive Station, Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-1080 
(312) 876-8000 



